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June 30 -this 
’Jmi'frfumj; footnote to history 
should be entitled ' "thricc-tald 
tales, or "how the story grew.” 
tv’ The.’ pastor of a large West 
| Coast Methodist church recently 
told a ministerial group in Philh- 
flclphin that West Germany's 
..famed Lutheran pastor, Marlin 
>; Niemoeller, flew to ' Russia last 
f Aiicnsi nt the Invitation of Nikita 
'■ Khrushchev lo give the then 


I next called the former gov-f-here did not knw NlenioeI!ef'£ 
rnment offjcial-eduealor. and lu ■ . ‘ ..“I 




ernment official-educalor, and lie 
said: "Niemoeller personally told 
me last August that he was leav- 
ing Copenhagen directly for Rus- 
sia and the Black Sea. 

"He said Khrushchev hacf in- 
vited him to come and give him 
some Instruction 'about’ Chris- 
tianity. He said nothing about a 
I possible conversion. 
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past schedule, but sent ft cable 
ox inquiry to Bonn. 
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"HOWEVER, the following 
month I sat next to Archbishop 
i Aicxi . of the Russian Orthodox 

J L _ 1 . . 


. T,,REB D^VS later an answer- 
mg cable arrived. It reported 
that Niemoeller, an honorary 
president of the World Council of 
Churches, did fly from Denmark! 
to Moscow last August. He then, 1 
vacationed at Odessa , on- the 
!® ack ^ca, but bid’ not ' see 
.Khrushchev," the West , German 
foreign office declared. 
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He said Niemoeller disclosed 
A mission' while attending the 
jWorld Council of Churches meet- 
ihg In Copenhagen, and said he 
was going directly to Khrush- 
chev's vacation retreat at the 
Black Sea. 

. Intrigued, I telephoned the pas-' 
lor in ^California to -check on his 


That would seem to bnd it, but. 
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Cninmmiisi w. , n Aicxi . of the Russian Orthodox 

OiS;.V SS ' ,nStaWt,on ,a F h urch at a ceremony in lein-lndt entirely fo^lspd^'^ 
— • ■ ’ — ' - ------ il do Pvft Westminister. Abbey. The lory. Did Khrushchev acluallv ’in 

archbishop was there too, and hisfvite NlrmnHin, *„ Z ™ l _ u “"7 7'! 
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archbishop was there too, andhis 
niece told me: . 

"II hiy uncle lives, within' a 
shdrt time there will be a very 
important announcement out ol 
| Russian: concerning the church, 
which will make' it possible for 


me td return to Russia for the 




I f VII HI) | 

'h^‘ t H , 0 a VrririCCl ,hn ' t 1,6 inc mning ot all this seemec 

t sonr" , correctly, and said significant.. Archbishop Vex ™ 
nr sourcc-of his nlormniinM «... p . . ‘ a 
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I first time in twenty years. 

The timing of all this seemed 


the source nf hi. i«7 ^ ™ saia sl ^ ll,cant - Archbishop Aicxi re- 
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«ue U5 i. ■ , ?, ussi f Presidium. Was it possi- 

' HIS CaAVK mf tun X " ' t i ^' ia { downfall had been 
prominent bible VCure? n ^ VI® ™ ,1ed ! beGausa KOdlcss Red 
.ginia who could teH me the pres • CadtTS md ,carncc) ol bis inter-- 
,ent whereabouts of the educator.. !CSt in C1,rls(iaf ' i 'y ? > ' ') 

'not only toL m'rwhr'reT^ rclch Vlon'to^ BE0A f t!,c ,on ^ nucs-] 
|the educator, but «E h ?i'K hid t f 7 ' vh f !thcr Nicmoellc^ 

jaf the marvelous conversion rif intf ^ ^ 1S1,0<1 Khrushchev 
iMr i.-h — I.-,- . “ nvo ™on bf I last August. Our-CTATeTiised to 

confirm or deny. The State dS 
^artment, after Several hours, 
said w one there; knew whether 

inA i .niWMHu T ..it. . „ _ . 


aciuaijy in- 

vite Niemoeller to come and give 
' !"7, J " structions about Chrisiian-J 
,i(y? If so, was he truly intcr-1 
csled m learning more about re4 
hgion, or had he hoped (o use] 

minis/er C 'i d J y i t0 ' Ruwia - Lutbcxanl 

mmisler as a i»ropagancla pawn I 
in the (ugof-war between West 
and East Germany? And if no 
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meeting occurred, did something V ’ v ■*' 

7a U ?i* CC { <hrui!ll chev to have aeo-(.<-'>, 

SuSfiZSg*-- ***** *J 

.^rhap, Niemoeller can taW it 
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g Perhaps Niemoeiler can take 'it! ' ' '• 
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m. icu r; ,ous conversion d 
Mr. Khrushchev to Christianity.” 

1 askcd why, if this were the 
rto bT 11 ? "conversion” 
wJS sh 7 0v , had received no 


^ wnetner 

the German Lutheran had .been 
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niihU^ r y l u rccej vcti no >;ne uermai 

/ nd Bho replied: "Be- i*« Russia, ' 

R lt wo,.?ri° n u t Wflnt t0 e ,oa ‘W • Top U. S. Lutheran ' leaders’ 
Jt would do more harm' ihnn lw Ims.j ' . . a ? ra 


j over 

' *77 d d l mor ? barm' lhari 
i a i, v *ti. th 2 Rus , si&ns know: 

tit. at. thia-,time4i:^tMl£^J 


LJ ", , ■' -.."vmeran leaders 

who had aHendcd the world coun- 
ca meeting were lxny travelling 

Enjbaas^ 1 
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